Towards the molecular biology of cell adhesion in Drosophila.
The characterization of extracellular matrix molecules and their putative receptors is rapidly evolving in Drosophila. Where corresponding vertebrate and Drosophila extracellular proteins have been identified they are very similar with respect to their structural properties, suggesting a high degree of conservation during evolution. By contrast, indications for components homologous to vertebrate cell-cell adhesion molecules are still very sparse. Studies on the regulation of the Drosophila genes encoding cell adhesion molecules that are involved in general basic functions during morphogenesis, together with a knowledge of the function of the genes responsible for pattern formation, should lead towards a more complete understanding of the organism's developmental program.